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Ruta Fanning to become deputy director at Higher Education Coordinating Board

OLYMPIA – Ruta Fanning, a longtime higher education and state government

administrator, is joining the Washington State Higher Education Coordinating Board as

deputy director, Executive Director Marc Gaspard announced today.

Fanning, vice president for finance and administration at The Evergreen State

College, will begin her new job at the HECB on July 10.  She succeeds Linda Schactler,

who is leaving the HECB to pursue a career in the private sector.

Gaspard called Fanning “uniquely qualified” for the position. “Ruta brings an

exceptional combination of statewide budget and policymaking experience and an

understanding of the day-to-day challenges our colleges and universities face,” said

Gaspard. “Her insights and expertise will be invaluable as we prepare to educate a flood

of students over the next decade,” he said.

Fanning brings nearly 20 years of experience in Washington state government.

Before joining The Evergreen State College, she was director of the state Office of

Financial Management, management and budget director for the state Department of

Corrections, and staff coordinator for both the House Appropriations and Senate Ways &

Means committees.

Fanning says she’s looking forward to tackling new challenges at the HECB. “I’m

excited about using my skills and experience to promote greater opportunity in higher

education – and that’s what the Board is all about.”

Fanning has a master’s degree in public administration from the University of

Washington and a bachelor’s degree from Pacific Lutheran University. In addition, she

completed a program for senior executives in state and local government at Harvard

University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

- more -



The Higher Education Coordinating Board is a nine-member board of citizens

appointed by the governor to represent the broad public interest in the development of

state higher education policy. The Board provides planning, coordinating, monitoring,

and policy analysis for higher education in the state of Washington, administers state-

funded student financial aid, and performs some oversight and authorization functions.
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